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TOWN  OFFICERS,  1896. 


SELECTMEN,  ASSESSORS  AND  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 

EDWARD  A.  CARPENTER,  Chairman. 

JOSEPH  D.  GOWING,  J.  MILTON  ROBINSON. 

TOWN  CLERK. 

ARTHUR  F.  UPTON. 

TREASURER  AND  COLLECTOR. 

JOSEPH  D.  GOWING. 


AUDITOR. 

GEORGE  H.  PUTNAM. 

ROAD  COMMISSIONERS. 

FRANKJCASE,  CHARLES  H.  NICHOLS, 

F.  HOWARD  MOSMAN. 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS. 

JUNIUS  C.  KNOWLTON. 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

EDWARD  D.  PARKER,  Chairman, 

LELAND  D.  BATCHELDER,  HERBERT  L.  ABBOTT. 

CONSTABLES. 

frank  o.  walton,  edward  d.  parker. 

SPECIAL  POLICE. 

CHARLES  E.  WHEELOCK,  FRANK  S.  McINTIRE, 

WILLIS  ESTY. 

TRUSTEES  OF  CEMETERIES. 

LELAND  D.  BATCHELDER,  ARTHUR  R.  ROGERS, 

FRANK  W.  CASE. 

TRUSTEES  OF  FLINT  LIBRARY. 

GEORGE  K.  PARKER,  Chairman. 

GEORGE  B.  PARKER,  Treasurer,  JOSEPH  D.  GOWING,  Secretary. 
EDWARD  A.  CARPENTER,  J.  MILTON  ROBINSON, 
DENNIS  BATCHELDER. 
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TOWN  OFFICERS. 


FENCE  VIEWERS. 

LELAND  D.  BATCHELDER,  FRANK  W.  CASE, 

GEORGE  R.  HINMAN. 

FIELD  DRIVER. 

CHARLES  A.  UPTON. 

POUND  KEEPER. 

WILLIS  ESTEY. 

FISH  COMMISSIONERS. 

EDWARD  D.  PARKER,  SAMUEL  O.  ALLEN. 

INSPECTOR  OF  ANIMALS  AND  PROVISIONS. 

F.  HOWARD  MOSMAN. 

FIRE  ENGINEERS. 

WALLACE  F.  UPTON,  JARED  B.  McLANE 

JOHN  BACHELLER,  JAMES  Z.  HARRIS. 


FOREST  FIRE  WARDENS. 

WILLIAM  I.  NICHOLS,  FRANK  W.  CASE, 

DENNIS  BATCHELDER. 


BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN. 


UNDERTAKER. 

HENRY  H.  DAME. 


SURVEYORS  OF  WOOD 

J.  MILTON  ROBINSON, 
GEORGE  W.  HOFFMAN, 

HENRY  A.  UPTON, 

GEORGE  K.  PARKER, 

SOLON ( 


LUMBER  AND  BARK. 

LYMAN  BATCHELDER, 
ISAAC  A.  FLINT, 
DANIEL  D.  McINTIRE, 
PAUL  R.  EAMES, 

».  HOLT. 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 

WILLIS  ESTY. 


- SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES. 

HENRY  H.  DAME. 

PUBLIC  WEIGHERS. 

GEORGE  H.  PUTNAM,  FOSTER  R.  BATCHELDER, 

FREDERICK  S.  FRENCH,  ARTHUR  F.  UPTON. 
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SCHOOLS  AND  SCHOOL  HOUSES. 

Paid  for  teaching  High  School,  $ 528  00 

Grammar  School,  394  00 

Intermediate  School,  348  00 

Primary  School,  360  00 


Teaching  music, 
Superintendent  of  schools, 
School  supplies, 

Care  of  school  rooms, 

Repairs  on  school  houses, 
Transportation  of  scholars, 
Wood  and  coal, 

170  00 
165  00 
275  09 
168  86 
154  20 
900  00 
125  05 

$3,588  20 

TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Paid  Arthur  F.  Upton,  Town  Clerk,  $25  00 


Arthur  F.  Upton,  Registrar  and 
Election  Officer, 

15  00 

Arthur  F.  Upton,  recording 
births,  marriages  and  deaths, 
Arthur  F.  Upton,  journeys  out 

13  75 

of  town, 

Arthur  F.  Upton,  books,  station- 

4  50 

ery  and  express, 

Edward  A.  Carpenter,  Select- 
man, Assessor  and  Over- 

9  10 

seer  of  the  Poor, 

Edward  A.  Carpenter,  Registrar 

125  00 

and  Election  Officer, 

12  00 

Amount  carried  forward , 

(5) 

$204  35 
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Amount  brought  forward, 

$204  35 

Edward  A.  Carpenter,  journeys 

out  of  town  and  extra  ser- 

vices,  . 

17  00 

J.  D.  G owing,  Selectman,  Asses- 

sor  and  Overseer  of  the 

Poor, 

120  00 

J.  D.  Gowing,  Registrar  and 

Election  Officer, 

12  00 

J.  D.  Gowing,  journeys  out^of 

town, 

12  50 

J.  D.  Gowing,  extra  services  and 

expenses, 

15  00 

J.  Milton  Robinson,  Selectman, 

Assessor  and  Overseer  of 

the  Poor, 

75  00 

J.  Milton  Robinson,  Registrar 

and  Election  Officer,  . 

12  00 

J.  Milton  Robinson,  journeys 

out  of  town, 

10  00 

Joseph  D.  Gowing,  Treasurer, 

38  00 

Joseph  D.  Gowing,  Collector,  . 

62  00 

Joseph  D.  Gowing,  printing  and 

postage, 

14  50 

Edward  D.  Parker,  School  Com- 

mittee, 

30  00 

Leland  D.  Batehelder,  School 

Committee, 

10  00 

Herbert  L.  Abbott,  “ 

20  00 

Frank  0.  Walton,  Constable, 

23  50 

Edward  D.  Parker,  “ 

7 20 

Henry  H.  Dame,  “ 

2 50 

Charles  E.  Wheelock,  Police, 

4 00 

Edward  D.  Parker,  Truant  officer, 

2 00 

Henry  H.  Dame,  Sealer  of  Weights 

and  Measures, 

2 00 

Amount  carried  forward , 

$693  55 

REPORT  OF  SELECTMEN. 
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Amount  brought  forward, 

$693  55 

F.  Howard  Mosman,  Cattle  Inspector,  64  50 

Henry  H.  Dame,  “ “ 

60 

George  H.  Putnam,  Auditor, 

3 00 

Warren  W.  Cleary,  Moderator, 

3 00 

Frank  Parker,  Teller, 

2 00 

Henry  H.  Dame,  “ 

2 00 

Wm.  F.  McKeen,  “ 

2 00 

Wallace  F.  Upton,  Engineer, 

5 00 

Jared  B.  McLane,  “ 

5 00 

James  Z.  Harris,  “ 

5 00 

Dennis  Batchelder,  Fire  Wards, 

6 50 

William  1.  Nichols,  “ “ 

3 00 

Frank  W.  Case,  “ “ 

6 00 

$801  15 


STATE  AID. 


Paid  Elizabeth  C.  Ball, 

. $48  00 

Harriet  Q.  Burditt,  . 

48  00 

George  A.  Bessey, 

48  00 

Martha  Bessey, 

48  00 

Mary  J.  Dixon.  . 

48  00 

Lucy  Eaton,  . 

36  00 

Samuel  W.  Holt, 

72  00 

William  H.  Jones, 

24  00 

Sylvester  H.  Mclntire,  . 

55  50 

William  C.  Mclntire, 

46  50 

Ozro  Mason, 

96  00 

Sarah  J.  Mason, 

48  00 

William  S.  Todd, 

96  00 

Ebenezer  Tarbox, 

72  00 

Josephine  Watts, 

48  00 

Joseph  Kenney, 

25  00 

$859  00 
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MILITARY  AID. 


Paid  Asa  A.  Flint, 

$48  00 

John  Grant,  . 

114  00 

William  H.  Jones, 

10  00 

George  W.  Nichols, fj. 

55  00 

Irvin  Richardson, 

40  00 

Frank  0.  Walton, 

36  00 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT  ACCOUNT. 

Paid  S.  0.  Holt,  balance  on  Engine 

House,  . 

$198  69 

for  blinds  for  Engine  House, 
for  painting  blinds  for  Engine 

15  00 

House, 

11  55 

engineers,  for  wells, 

123  00 

Walter  S.  Campbell,  for  Firemen, 
Sylvanus  Flint,  mason  work  in 

136  20 

cellar, 

9 62 

for  chairs,  curtains  and  lamps, 

33  46 

J.  B.  McLane,  repairing  engine, 

26  95 

Owen  Weaver,  steward, 

12  40 

Chas.  E.  Spicer,  steward, 

2 80 

F.  H.  Mosman,  platform, 

3 00 

for  rope  for  tower, 

7 11 

for  wood  and  oil, 

10  98 

FOREST  FIRE  ACCOUNT, 

MAY  18. 

Paid  Wakefield  Fire  Department, 

$47  00 

Reading  Fire  Department,  . 

20  50 

George  H.  Hathaway, 

21  00 

George  L.  Orben, 

2 00 

Otis  Thomas, 

2 00 

Arthur  Rogers, 

3 60 

Amount  carried  forward, 

$96  10 

$303 


$590  76 


REPORT  OF  SELECTMEN. 
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Amount  brought  forward , 

$96  10 

Paid  Justin  H.  Orben, 

4 40 

Martin  L.  Orben, 

4 40 

Alberton  E.  Mclntire,  . 

4 40 

Joseph  Mclntire, 

7 80 

John  Orben, 

3 80 

Simeon  Margeson, 

4 60 

Fred  0.  Allen,  . 

2 80 

Edward  B.  Abbott,  . 

4 80 

George  and  Will  Evans, 

4 00 

Henry  Mclnnis, 

2 00 

Henry  Orben, 

2 00 

C.  M.  Goodwin,  team, 

1 00 

Charles  Emerson, 

1 60 

George  Emerson, 

4 00 

Geo.  W.  Hayward, 

3 20 

Geo.  W.  Hayward,  2d, 

3 20 

Herbert  D.  Wilson, 

^ 80 

I.  C.  Tarbox, 

1~00 

R.  K.  Tarbox, 

1 00 

for  tools  and  supplies, 

19  69 

- Gardner  J.  Mclntire, 

5 00 

Irvin  F.  Batchelder, 

7 00 

Robert  Blair, 

3 40 

Will  W.  Mclntire,  . 

3 60 

Guy  L.  Wilson, 

1 50 

George  E.  Eaton, 

3 60 

Bert  Hinman, 

1 40 

George  Abbott, 

4 70 

Henry  Batchelder, 

1 50 

Charles  N.  Abbott,  . 

4 40 

$212  69 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Paid  Memorial  Hall  repairs, 

$5  50 

Printing  reports,  warrants,  etc., 

52  50 

Amount  carried  forward, 

$58  00 
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Amount  brought  forward , 

$58 

00 

Paid  Expenses  of  Memorial  day, 

91 

66 

Mowing  common, 

3 

50 

Court  fees,  . 

33 

55 

Moving  hearse  house,  . 

8 

00 

State  tax, 

367 

50 

County  tax, 

527 

16 

Tuning  piano, 

3 

50 

Surveying  High  school  lot, 

2 

00 

Road  machine, 

185 

00 

Insurance  of  Memorial  Hall,  . 

472 

50 

James  Reid,  writing  deeds,  . 

2 

00 

Engine  house  grading, 

51 

20 

Collector’s  book, 

1 

50 

Moving  school  house  shed, 

10 

00 

Draping  Flint  Memorial  Hall, 

30 

00 

Shingling  old  hall  building, 

130 

00 

Solon  Bancroft,  by-laws’  bill, 

7 

00 

N.  P.  Eaton,  auctioneer, 

4 

00 

Office  supplies, 

13 

70 

Care  of  tramps, 

73 

50 

Return  of  deaths, 

2 

50 

Ringing  bell, 

52 

00 

Flint  Library,  . 

60 

00 

Care  of  Memorial  Hall, 

100 

15 

Flowers  for  vase, 

2 

00 

Interest  on  town  notes, 

398 

10 

Wood  and  coal  for  hall, 

33 

86 

Overtaxation  and  abatements, 

89 

03 

Cemeteries, 

27 

75 

$2,840  66 


SUMMARY. 

Orders  drawn  for  Schools,  $3,588  20 

Town  Officers,  801  15 

State  Aid,  859  00 


Amouut  carried  forward, 


$5,248  35 
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Amount  brought  forward,  $5,248  35 

Orders  drawn  for  Military  Aid,  303  00 

Highways,  2,205  03 

Overseers  of  the  Poor,  1,208  65 
Fire  Department,  590  76 
Forest  Fire  Account,  212  69 
Miscellaneous,  2,840  66 

$12,609  14 


EDWARD  A.  CARPENTER, 
JOSEPH  D.  GOWING, 

J.  MILTON  ROBINSON, 


Selectmen 

of 

North  Reading. 


REPORT  OF  OVERSEERS  OF  POOR. 


INMATES  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 


NAME. 

AGE. 

Emily  Buxton, 

52 

years. 

Sarah  Banker, 

47 

u 

Olive  Curry, 

76 

t( 

Sarah  J.  Cross, 

36 

a 

Average  number  2j.  Present  number  2. 
294  Tramps  have  been  assisted. 


PERSONAL  PROPERTY 

AT  ALMSHOUSE. 

Nine  cows,  . 

$375  00 

One  horse, 

100  00 

Hay  and  grain, 

252  00 

Manure,  .... 

140  00 

Fowls, 

16  00 

Wood  and  fuel,  . 

143  00 

Posts, 

15  75 

Swine  and  yearlings, 

36  00 

Farm  utensils, 

501  47 

Household  furniture, 

366  25 

Provisions  and  produce, 

772  86 

$2,718  33 

Amount  of  inventory  of  last  year, 

2,113  05 

1605  28 


Gain  on  inventory  this  year  is  $605.28,  being  $112.49  more 
than  balance  against  the  Almshouse. 


(12) 
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CASH  RECEIVED  AT  ALMSHOUSE. 


For  Produce, 

$363  00 

Wood  for  schools, 

32  25 

Wood  and  lumber, 

19  65 

Stock, 

24  50 

Board  and  lodging, 

220  00 

Labor, 

11  50 

Milk, 

476  31 

Care  of  tramps, 

73  50 

Cash  from  Overseers, 

492  79 

Old  bills  uncollected,  $300.12. 

$1,713]J50 

CASH  PAID  OUT  AT 

ALMSHOUSE. 

cX/ 

For  Groceries, 

. $182  68 

Meat  and  fish, 

108  56 

Crackers,  . 

8 71 

Flour  and  grain, 

286  42 

Q k> 

Butter  and  cheese, 

36  83 

Stock, 

143  70 

Labor, 

. 280  39 

Manure, 

54  37 

Blacksmith  bill, 

7 33 

Ice,  . 

10  00 

Furniture,  . 

1 43 

Clothing,  bedding  and  shoes, 

12  31 

Tools  and  seeds. 

62  07 

Physician’s  bill  and  medicine, 

2 00 

Repairs  on  buildings, 

19  70 

Apples, 

35  00 

Grass, 

12  00 

Salary  of  keeper, 

. 450  00 

$1,713  50 
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EXPENSES  OF  POOR  OUT  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 


Paid  for  supplies  for  Eliza  Bird, 

24  00 

Supplies  for  George  A.  Bessey, 

(soldiers’  relief), 

36  93 

Ovid  Dickdhson  (Salem  account) 

3 00 

Burial  expenses  of  Mrs.  Charles 

Cross, 

21  00 

Supplies  for  George  E.  Thomp- 

son  (Lynn  Acc.) 

24  18 

Board  of  John  Grant,  (soldiers’ 

relief) 

57  00 

City  of  Lawrence  for  supplies 

for  Edward  Garvin, 

52  50 

City  of  Natick  for  supplies  for 

Lucy  Nichols, 

33  00 

City  of  Lynn,  for  supplies  for 

Carrie  Smith,  . 

166  50 

City  of  Lynn,  for  supplies  for 

Lewis  Holmes  and  wife, 

37  80 

Town  of  Danvers,  for  supplies  for 

William  Thomas, 

23  00 

Town  of  Andover,  for  supplies 

for  Carrie  Mclntire, 

44  13 

Town  of  Beading,  supplies  for 

Charles  J.  Mclntire, 

22  67 

Danvers  Lunatic  Hospital  for 

Melvina  J.  Davis, 

170  15 

715  86 

Expenses  of  poor  at  Almshouse, 

492  79 

SI, 208  65 

EDWARD  A.  CARPENTER, ' 

) Overseers 

JOSEPH  D.  GO  WING, 

>■  of  the  Poor  of 

J.  MILTON  ROBINSON,  J 

► North  Reading. 

ROAD  COMMISSIONERS’  REPORT. 


ROAD  WORK. 


Paid  Frank  Case  and  team,  . 

. $111  55 

Justin  Osborn,  labor, 

49  TO 

Martin  Osborn,  labor,  . 

49  70 

Arthur  Rogers,  “ 

46  72 

Will  Roberts,  “ 

22  29 

Joe  Mclntire,  “ 

15  75 

Arthur  Flint; and  team, 

20  00 

George  R.  Hinman  and  team 

15  75 

Henry  Mclnnis,  labor, 

15  42 

Henry  Osborn,  labor, 

14  89 

I.  F.  Batch  elder  and  team,  . 

15  58 

Bert  Mclntire,  labor, 

15  95 

B.  A.  Emerson, 

2 95 

Charles  Emerson, 

75 

Dan  Kelly, 

75 

John  Osborn, 

75 

Will  Thomas, 

84 

HAVERHILL  STREET  APPROPRIATION. 


Frank  W.  Case  and  team,  . $19  00 

Justin  Osborn,  labor,  . 20  88 

Martin  Osborn,  labor,  . . 20  88 

Arthur  Rogers,  labor,  . 13  36 

Berton  Mclntire,  labor,1.  . 20  88 


$399  34 


$95  00 


(15) 
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PARK  STREET  SIDEWALK. 


Frank  W.  Case  and  team, 

12  50 

Justin  Osborn,  labor, 

4 18 

Martin  Osborn,  labor,  . 

4 18 

J.  M.  Robinson,  posts, 

7 50 

Burnam  & Davis,  lumber, 

8 00 

Frank  Case,  fencing  sidewalk, 

2 00 

$38  36 


CUTTING  BUSHES. 


Frank  W.  Case, 

3 75 

Justin  Osborn, 

9 85 

Martin  Osborn,  . 

9 85 

B.  A.  Emerson, 

6 90 

Charlie  Emerson, 

7 55 

Walter  Emerson, 

3 45 

George  Emerson, 

2 85 

John  Osborn, 

50 

$44  70 

MISCELLANEOUS.  x 


Freight  bills, 

9 

10 

Burnam  & Davis,  lumber,  . 

77 

61 

Cleaning  well  on  Washington  st. 

2 

00 

J.  E.  Turner,  right  of  way  for 

drain, 

5 

00 

Drain  pipe,  . 

23 

27 

E.  M.  Ward,  gravel, 

12 

40 

J.  B.  McLane’s  bill, 

11 

25 

C.  H.  Holt,  pump, 

15 

40 

Pump  repairs,  etc.,  . 

6 

80 

$162  77 
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SNOW  BILLS. 


Paid  Frank  W.  Case, 

$2  00 

Frank  Travis, 

2 40 

Walter  Emerson, 

1 50 

G.  R.  Hinman,  old  aect . 

3 00 

Charles  Emerson, 

3 68 

B.  A.  Emerson, 

3 45 

Asa  Gould, 

11  70 

I.  F.  Batchelder. 

7 15 

Arthur  *%'f  } ,, 

38 

N.  G.  McKay, 

3 00 

Joseph  Turner,  . 

1 00 

$39  26 

Drawing  posts  off  common  by  F.  W. 

Case  and  F.  H.  Mosman, 

$18  65 

FRANK  W.  CASE, 

Road  Commissioner. 

Road  work,  . 

$399  34 

Haverhill  street  appropriation,  . 

95  00 

Park  street  sidewalk, 

38  36 

Cutting  bushes, 

44  70 

Miscellaneous, 

162  77 

Snow  bills, 

39  26 

Drawing  stone  posts, 

18  65 

$798  08 

CHARLES  H.  NICHOLS’ 

ACCOUNT. 

Paid  Chas.  H.  Nichols  and  t^am, 

$143  50 

Robert  Blair, 

32  69 

J.  Allen  Eames, 

29  21 

Charles  P.  Flint, 

2 34 

Albert  E.  Bessey, 

35  56 

Amount  carried  forward , 

$244  30 

18 


ROAD  COMMISSIONERS’  REPORT. 


Amount  brought  forward , 

Paid  George  Thompson,  . 

Irvin  V.  Batchelder  and  team, 
Chas  F.  Emerson,  . 

John  P.  Richardson, 

George  D.  Fairbanks, 

Kenney  Blair, 

Leslie  A.  Nichols,  . 

Herbert  Batchelder, 

George  McKenzie, 

Leslie  Grafton,  . 


$244  30 
30  37 
30  75 
1 67 
18  50 

1 50 
33  53 

9 34 

2 17 
2 67 

18  34 

$392  14 


CUTTING  BUSHES. 


Paid  Kenney  Blair, 

Chas.  H.  Nichols, 
Samuel  Heron,  . 
Leslie  A.  Nichols, 


$11  50 
11  40 
5 83 
8 84 

$37  57 


PATHING  SNOW. 


Paid  Chas.  H.  Nichols,  . . $8  00 

Ralph  E.  Pringle,  . 2 17 

J.  Allen  Eames,  . . 3 67 

James  Fairbank,  2 00 

George  D.  Fairbank,  . . 2 34 

George  E.  Thompson,  . 3 17 

Herbert  Batchelder,  . . 3 34  ~ 

John  H.  Eames,  . . 3 34 

John  P.  Richardson,  . . 1 67 

Robert  Blair,  . . 5 83 

Leslie  Grafton,  . . 2 50 

William  Holt,  . 83 

Albert  E.  Bessey,  . . 3 67 

Leslie  A.  Nichols,  . 1 00 

Irving  F.  Batchelder,  . . 6 33 

Frank  Travis,  . . 1 50 


$51  36 


ROAD  COMMISSIONERS’  REPORT. 


19 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Paid  powder  and  fuse, 

# 42 

Pick  handles, 

50 

James  Flint,  gravel,  . 

6 40 

Mr.  Hodgdon,  “ 

6 00 

Benj.  Eames  Est.,  *■ 

8 00 

Ella  Sanborn,  “ 

2 00 

Ralph  Pringle,  “ 

8 30 

F W.  Cotton,  repairing  pump, 

1 50 

Blacksmith  bill, 

9 20 

PARK  STREET  SIDEWALK. 

Chas.  H.  Nichols  and  team, 

#13  40 

Robert  Blair, 

4 17 

J.  Allen  Eames,  . 

4 17 

Leslie  E.  Grafton, 

2 83 

HAVERHILL  ST.  APPROPRIATION. 

Charles  H.  Nichols  and  team, 

#33  00 

George  E.  Thompson, 

1 67 

Albert  E.  Bessey, 

6 68 

Robert  Blair, 

6 68 

General  Road  Work, 

#392  14 

Pathingsnow, 

51  36 

Haverhill  street  appropriation, 

48  03 

Park  street  sidewalk  appropriation, 

24  57 

Cutting  Lushes, 

37  57 

Miscellaneous, 

42  32 

Paid  F.  H.  Mosman  and  team, 

#278  66 

J.  Wilson,  labor, 

65  82 

J.  Curtis,  “ 

8 33 

#42  32 


#24  57 


#48  03 


#595  99 


Amount  carried  forward, 


#352  81 
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ROAD  COMMISSIONERS'  REPORT. 


Amount  brought  forward , 

$352  81 

Paid  J.  Curtis,  Jr.,  labor, 

63  00 

G.  Mclntire,  “ 

61  16 

C.  N.  Abbott,  “ . 

46  82 

C.  Ayer,  “ 

24  99 

M.  Orben,  “ . 

13  09 

J.  Orben,  “ 

13  09 

A.  E.  Mclntire,  “ . 

13  09 

George  Morse,  “ 

50 

C.  W.  Campbell  and  team, 

33  -28 

C.  H.  Nichols  “ “ . 

23  22 

F.  W.  Case  “ “ 

8 33 

E.  Tarbox,  labor, 

10  08 

W.  Mclntire,  “ 

115  23 

R.  Tarbox,  “ 

16  67 

W.  Campbell,  “ 

35 

$795  71 

MISCELLANEOUS . 

, 

Paid  for  3 snow  shovels, 

$ 90 

For  pick  and  hammer  handles, 

1 00 

0.  P.  Symonds,  lumber, 

5 00 

“ “ repairing  pumps, 

1 00 

“ “ grate  for  pipe, 

50 

Geo.  lv.  Parker  for  30  loads  gravel,  2 40 

blacksmith’s  bill, 

4 45 

$15  25 

Total  expended, 

$810  96 

BRIDGE  ACCOUNT. 

Fill  at  flume,  Mill  street, 

$51  55 

Repairs  on  railings  and  bridges, 

48  02 

$99  57 

Cutting  bushes, 

41  10 

$41  10 

Pathing  snow, 

28  66 

$28  66 


ROAD  COMMISSIONERS  REPORT. 
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Haverhill  street  appropriation,  . $180  13 

Sidewalk  appropriation,  Park  street,  44  07 

“ " CampbelPs  Hill,  54  35 

— __  $278  55 

General  highway  work,  . . 302  83 

302  83 

Miscellaneous,  . . . 15  25 

15  25 


$810  96 


TOTAL  AMOUNT  EXPENDED. 


Frank  W.  Case, 

. $798  08 

Charles  H.  Nichols, 

595  99 

F.  Howard  Mosman, 

810  96 

Appropriations,  Highways,  . . $1 

,450 

00 

Bridges, 

125 

00 

Haverhill  street, 

350 

00 

Park  street  sidewalk, 

200 

00 

Haverhill  St.  sidewalk, 

75 

00 

Removing  stone  posts 

from  common, 

25 

00 

Balance  unexpended, 

Paid  Chace,  Parker  & Co.,  for  Road  Machine, 


$2,205  03 


$2,225  00 
$19  97 
$235  00 


Credit  by  old  road  machine,  . $50  00 

by  plank  on  hand,  . . 22  10 

by  town  of  Reading,  bridge,  etc.,  6 18 
by  old  pipe,  . . 3 00 

$81  28 


FRANK  W.  CASE, 
CHARLES  H.  NICHOLS, 
F.  HOWARD  MOSMAN, 


Road 

Commissioners. 


CATTLE  AND  PROVISION  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 


Number  of  animals  inspected  in  barns,  . . 330 

Ordered  killed  by  Cattle  Commissioners,  . . 16 

Inspections  at  places  of  killing,  ..  51 

Cattle  inspected,  . . . . 47 

Swine  inspected,  ...  .26 

F.  HOWARD  MOSMAN, 

Inspector. 
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LIST  OF  JURORS. 


AS  PREPARED  BY  THE  SELECTMEN, 

Feb.  10,  1897. 

George  W.  Hoffman, 

Farmer. . 

John  K.  Upton, 

Farmer. 

Warren  W.  Cleary, 

Agent. 

Solon  0.  Holt, 

Carpenter. 

Charles  A.  Upton, 

Butcher. 

George  H.  Putnam, 

Clerk, 

Willard  P.  Turner, 

Farmer. 

I.  Arthur  Flint, 

Farmer. 

Charles  H.  Nichols, 

Farmer. 

Frank  W.  Case, 

Farmer. 

Albert  L.  Batchelder, 

Farmer. 

Henry  Batchelder, 

Laborer. 

Woodbury  P.  Lefavour, 

Farmer. 

John  Bacheller, 

Farmer. 

EDWARD  A.  CARPENTER, ) 

Selectmen 

JOSEPH  D.  GOWING,  f- 

of 

J.  MILTON  ROBINSON.  ) 

North  Reading. 
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TOWN  CLERK'S  RECORDS. 


STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1896. 

Number  of  intentions  of  marriage,  . .18 


marriages  recorded,  ...  13 

births  recorded,  . . .18 

males,  .....  9 

females,  .....  9 

deaths  recorded,  ...  14 


DATE 

OF 

AGE. 

DISEASE  OR  CAUSE 

.NAME  OF  DECEASED. 

DEATH. 

Y. 

M. 

D. 

OF  DEATH. 

Jan. 

7 

Mary  Mclntire. 

89 

11 

18 

Apoplexy. 

Feb. 

10 

Warren  Eaton. 

86 

0 

5 

Old  Age. 

Mch. 

4 

David  Jeffrey. 

83 

8 

4 

Heart  disease  and  En- 
largement of  Liver. 

April 

11 

Frederick  K.  Parker. 

44 

7 

25 

Typhoid  Fever. 

20 

Turner. 

0 

0 

0 

Premature  Birth. 

June 

2 

Gracia  M.  Geddes. 

3 

2 

3 

Diarrhoea. 

“ 

14 

David  Batclielder. 

67 

3 

17 

Valvular  disease  of 
the  Heart. 

“ 

17 

James  T.  Eames. 

66 

11 

0 

Cancer  Exhaustion. 

“ 

19 

Elbridge  A.  Howard. 

88 

11 

28 

Valvular  disease  of 
the  Heart,  Dropsy. 

; 4 

26 

Anna  Hayward. 

77 

1 

16 

Pneumonia. 

Aug. 

9 

Sarah  J.  Cross. 

40 

1 

0 

Phthisis  Pulmonalis. 

25 

Betsey  Kellom. 

75 

10 

0 

Paralysis. 

“ 

29 

Clayton  H.  Tufts. 

3 

5 

5 

Tubercular  Meningitis 

Nov. 

20 

Asher  L.  Rhodes. 

34 

10 

22 

Consumption. 

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT. 
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DOG  LICENSES. 


Number  of  dogs  licensed  in  1896, 
males, 
females, 

72 

63 

9 

72 

Tax  on  63  males,  at  $2.00, 
Tax  on  9 females,  at  $5.00, 

$126  00 
45  00 

Deduct  clerk’s  fees, 

$171  00 
14  40 

Paid  J.  0.  Hayden,  County  Treasurer, 

$156  60 
$156  60 

ARTHUR  F.  UPTON, 

Town  Clerk. 


CEMETERIES. 


REPORT  OF  TRUSTEES. 


Received  from  sale  of  lots  : 

John  Geddes,  1 lot, 

$7  00 

Frank  C.  Averill,  bal.  on  lot, 

4 00 

Selectmen’s  orders, 

27  75 

PAID  OUT. 

Paid  Joseph  Wilson  for  mowing 

cemetery, 

|17  00 

Justin  H.  Orben,  labor. 

1 25 

Arthur  R.  Rogers,  “ 

1 75 

Frank  W.  Case,  “ 

2 00 

L.  D.  Batchelder,  “ 

1 75 

A.  A.  Upton,  posts, 

4 00 

Town  treasurer, 

11  00 

$38  75 


L D.  BATCHELDER, 

Treasurer  of  Cemetery  Trustees. 
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TRUSTEES’  REPORT  OF  TRUST  FUNDS. 


To  the  Citizens  of  North  Reading  : 

We  herewith  present  our  fourth  annual  report. 

FLINT  MEMORIAL  HALL  BUILDING  FUND  OF  $3,000. 

This  fund  was  a gift  to  the  town,  March  6th,  1893,  from 
Mrs.  Harriet  N.  Flint,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be  used  in 
keeping  Flint  Memorial  Hall  building  in  repair  and  insured. 
This  fund  is  now  invested  as  follows  : 

Amount  on  deposit  in  the  Warren 
Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  of 
Peabody,  . . . $1,000  00 

Amount  on  deposit  in  Salem  Savings 


Bank,  . . . 1,000  00 

Amount  on  deposit  in  Andover  Sav- 
ings Bank,  . . . 1,000  00 

STATEMENT  OF  INCOME. 

$3,000  00 

Amount  available  at  last  report, 

$323  01 

Interest  on  the  fund  for  one  year, 

127  18 

Total  income, 

July  8th,  1896,  paid  town  treasurer 
for  insurance  on  Flint  Memorial 

$450  19 

Hall  building, 

$352  28 

Dec.  20th,  1896,  balance  income  available, 
PARK  STREET  CEMETERY  FUND  OF  $300. 

$97  91 

This  fund  was  the  gift  to  the  town,  March  6th,  1893,  from 
Mrs.  Harriet  N.  Flint,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be  used  in 
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keeping  in  repair  her  burial  lot  in  said  cemetery,  and  the  re- 
mainder of  the  income  fco  be  used  in  improving  said  cemetery. 
This  fund  is  invested  as  follows  : 

Amount  on  deposit  in  Salem  Five 

Cents  Savings  Bank,  . . $300  00 


STATEMENT  OF  ACCOUNT. 


Amount  available  at  last  report, 

$29  88 

Interest  on  fund  to  Feb.,  1897,  . 

12  90 

$42  78 

Sept.  10th  paid  W.  I.  Nichols,  paint- 

ing fence, 

20  00 

Paid  Willis  W.  Esty  for  care  of  lot, 

2 50 

$22  50 

Feb.  8th,  1897,  income  available, 

$20  28 

ARTHUR  F.  UPTON, 
JOSEPH  D.  COWING, 
HENRY  A.  UPTON, 


Trustees. 


SALE  OF  SCHOOL  HOUSES. 


l Franklin  House  and  land,  . 

$185 

00 

Sheds,  .... 

6 

80 

Cupboard  and  picture, 

75 

Seats,  .... 

1 

00 

North  St.  school  house  and  land, 

161 

00 

Sheds, 

9 

25 

Clock,  stove  and-chairs, 

3 

00 

Seats, 

4 

60 

$371  40 


(29) 


MEMORIAL  DAY  REPORT. 


Rec’d  from  Selectmen’s  order,  . f 91  66 

Paid  North  Reading  Brass  Band,  . ^24  00 

Wm.  C.  Barrows,  orator,  . 10  00 

Flowers,  . . . 7 50 

W.  A.  Campbell,  lumber,  . 6 31 

Timothy  Fowle,  labor  on  Float,  3 75 

Carpenter  & French,  for  bunting,  trim- 
ming and  flags,  . . 12  37 

Mrs.  W.  W.  Cleary,  for  making  40  caps,  4 00 
J.  B.  McLane,  Blacksmith  bill,  75 

W.  H.  Twombly  & Son,  Posters,  1 50 

Wm.  Reed  & Son,  Horse  equipments,  2 50 
C.  H.  Carlton  for  team,  . 1 00 

Henry  A.  Upton,  “ . 6 00 

Dennis  Batchelder  “ . . 3 50 

C.  W.  Campbell,  • . . ' 2 50 

C.  E.  Tarbox,  “ . . 3 50 

Irvin  Batchelder  “ . . 1 50 

J.  M.  Robinson  for  Music,  . 56 

Edith  F.  Holt,  „ “ 42 

$91  66 


EDWARD  A.  CARPENTER, 

Treasurer  of  Memorial  Day  Committee. 
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REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  FIRE  ENGINEERS. 


In  the  annual  town  meeting  of  March,  1896,  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  dollars  was  raised  and  appropriated  to  dig  well 
or  wells  for  use  of  lire  department. 

As  the  matter  was  put  in  hands  of  Board  of  Fire  Engineers, 
to  which  we  submit  the  following  report. 

We  dug  one  well  on  Bow  street,  and  as  this  is  an  experi- 
ment, we  deemed  it  not  advisable  to  go  further,  until  we  as- 
certained that  we  got  satisfactory  results. 

The  dimensions  of  well  are  as  follows  : 


10  feet  wide, 

12  feet  deep. 

The  expenses  of  which  are  as  follows  : 

Paid  J.  Z.  Harris,  for  labor  and  team,  $26  47 
Warren  A.  Campbell,  lumber,  labor 

and  brick,  . . 18  92 

Joseph  Wilson,  labor,  . . 17  60 

F.  H.  Mosman,  teaming,  stone  and 

gravel,  . . 16  70 

M.  Forbes  & Son,  for  use  of  pump,  13  00 
J.  B.  McLane,  for  stock  and  labor,  8 00 
Sylvanus  Flint,  labor,  . . 5 25 

Guy  Wilson,  labor,  . . 3 50 

F.  H.  Mosman,  drain  pipe,  . 2 77 

W.  W.  Mclntire,  labor,  . 2 70 

J.  P.  Langmaid  & Son,  cement,  1 25 

Freight  on  cement,  . . 25 

Osgood  & Hart,  for  iron  cover,  1 75 

Freight  omsame,  . . 25 


Amount  canned  forward,  $118  40 
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REPORT  OF  FIRE  ENGINEERS. 


Amount  brought  forward,  $118  40 

Paid  Carpenter  & French,  spikes,  fuse 

and  telephone,  . . 60 

F.  H.  Mosman,  for  grading  at  river, 

near  depot.  . . 4 00 

$123 


WALLACE  F.  UPTON,  ] 
JOHN  BACHELLER,  ' 
JAMES  Z.  HARRIS,  f 
J.  B.  McLANE, 


Chief. 

Board  of 
Engineers. 


ASSESSORS’  RETURNS. 


Number  of  residents  assessed  on  property, 

231 

Non  residents  assessed  on  property. 

91 

Persons  assessed  for  poll  tax  only, 

93 

Polls  assessed,  . 

245 

Tax  on  polls, 

$2  00 

Rate  of  tax  per  $1,000,  . 
Value  of  personal  property,  . 

$63,669  00 

$16  50 

Value  of  buildings, 

246,270  00 

Value  of  land, 

220,913  00 

$530,852  00 

' 

State  tax,  . 

367  50 

County  tax, 

527  16 

Town  tax, 

. 8,354  40 

$9,249  06 

Number  of  dwelling  houses, 

215  3-4 

Acres  of  land, 

7756 

Horses, 

187 

Cows, 

347 

Swine, 

45 

Fowls, 

5700 

EDWARD  A.  CARPENTER,  ) Assessors 

JOSEPH  D.  GOWING, 

r of 

J.  MILTON  ROBINSON, 

) North  Reading. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


Balance  from  last  year, 

$724 

66 

Taxes  collected  for  1893,  . 

200 

00 

Taxes  collected  for  1894, 

382 

98 

Taxes  collected  for  1895, 

2,617 

36 

Taxes  collected  for  1896, 

5,968 

88 

From  State  aDd  Military  Aid, 

832 

00 

Corporation  Tax, 

40 

55 

National  Bank  Tax, 

75 

58 

Mass.  School  Fund, 

362 

57 

Superintendent  Fund, 

125 

00 

William  Thomas,  Overseers’ 

acct. 

23 

00 

Sale  of  Schoolhouses, 

371 

40 

Brick,  .... 

1 

60 

Cemetery  Trustees, 

11 

00 

Interest, 

31 

11 

Court  Fees, 

4 

80 

Rent  of  Memorial  Hall, 

126 

70 

Rent  of  F.  M.  H.  rooms, 

69 

00 

Rent  of  Ante-room, 

10 

00 

Dog  Fund,  . 

148 

77 

Licenses, 

3 

00 

Harriet  N.  Flint,  Highway 

acct., 

100 

00 

City  of  Lynn,  Overseers’  acct., 

28 

00 

Bridge  Plank, 

4 

74 

Memorial  Hall  Fund  for  Insur- 

ance on  Flint  Memorial  Hall, 

352 

28 

Hired  Money, 

2,500 

00 

$15,314  98 
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Paid  out  on  Selectmen’s  Orders, 
Paid  out  on  Town  Notes, 
Balance  on  hand, 


$12,609  14 
2,500  00 
205  84 

$15,314  98 


ASSETS. 


Cash  on  hand, 

Uncollected  for  1894, 

Uncollected  for  1895, 

Uncollected  for  1896, 

Harriet  N.  Flint,  Highway  Fund, 


$205  84 
417  02 
882  64 
3,280  18 
525  00 

$5,310  68 


MEMORIAL  HALL  INSURANCE. 

Paid  Underwriters  Co.,  (Expires  June 

18,  1901),  $157  50 

iEtna  Ins.  Co.,  (Expires  June 

18,  1901),  131  25 

Home,  (Expires  June  18,  1901),  183  75 

$472  50 

Received  from  Trustees  of  Memorial  Hall  Fund,  $352  28 


AMOUNT  OF  INSURANCE  ON  HALL  BUILDING. 

Underwriters,  . . . $3,000  00 

iEtna,  ....  2,500  00 

Home,  ....  3,500  00 

Dorchester,  (Expires  Sept.  6,  1897),  1,500  00 

Quincy,  (Expires  June  22,  1897),  1,500  00 

$12,000  00 

Old  Hall  building,  Home,  (Expires 

Mar.  18,  1898),  $2,000  00 

Almshouse  building,  Dorchester  and 

Traders  (Ex.  May  1,  1898),  2,500  00 
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High  School  building,  Traders  (Ex 


pires  Apr.  10,  1897), 

1,000 

00 

Engine  House,  Phenix  (Expires  Jan. 

- 

2,  1899), 

1,000 

00 

West  School  House,  Traders  (Expires 

Apr.  10,  1897), 

1,000 

00 

Grammar  School  House,  Traders  (Ex- 

pires Mar.  28,  1897), 

1,000 

00 

East  School  House,  Dorchester  (Ex- 

pires Nov.  2,  1897), 

800 

00 

JOSEPH  D.  GOWING, 

Treasurer  and  Collector. 


AUDITOR’S  REPORT. 


I have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Selectmen,  and  find 
that  from  Feb.  17,  1896,  to  Feb.  15,  1897,  they  have  drawn 
363  orders  on  the  Treasurer,  representing  $12,609.14. 

Have  examined  the  receipts  and  vouchers  for  these  pay- 
ments and  find  them  correct. 

I find  the  Treasurer’s  account  to  be  correct,  and  that  he  has 
on  deposit  at  First  National  Bank  of  Reading,  $730.84.  Have 
examined  the  Collector’s  accounts^  and  recommend  that  he  be 
given  some  definite  instructions  at  the  annual  meeting  in  re- 
gard to  the  collection  of  taxes. 

Have  examined  the  account  of  the  Treasurer  of  Flint  Li- 
brary, also  the  account  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Memorial 
day  appropriation,  and  find  them  correct. 

I also  certify  that  the  Trustees  of  Flint  Memorial  Hall 
building  fund,  and  Park  Street  Cemetery  fund,  have  certifi- 
cates of  deposit,  as  rendered  by  their  report. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  H.  PUTNAM, 

Auditor. 
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SCHOOL  STATISTICS. 


School. 

Number  of  pupils 
at  present. 

Whole  number  of 
pupils  enrolled. 

Average 

membership. 

Average  daily 
attendance. 

Per  cent,  of  daily 
attendance. 

Number  of  pupils 
under  5 years. 

Number  of  pupils  be- 
tween 8 and  14  years. 

Number  of  pupils 
over  15  years. 

Number  of 
tardinesses. 

Number  of  visitors. 

Primary 

44 

70 

46 

42 

91 

0 

24 

0 

61 

29 

Intermediate 

28 

46 

31 

29 

93.5 

0 

45 

0 

91 

17 

Grammar 

37 

29 

32 

30 

93.7 

0 

29 

0 

33 

6 

High 

24 

22 

22 

20 

90.9 

0 

3 

12 

59 

32 

Total 

133 

167 

131 

121 

92.2 

0 

101 

12 

244 

84 

LIST  OF  TEACHERS. 

Primary,  Bessie  F.  Dodge. 

Intermediate,  Fidelle  G.  Woodcock,  Florence  M.  Meserve. 
Grammar,  Edith  F.  Holt. 

High,  Clara  B.  Holden. 
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REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


Citizens  of  North  Reading: — In  presenting  our  report 
we  are  pleased  to  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  the  Superinten- 
dent and  Instructor  of  music. 

Although  our  schools  in  many  respects  fall  short  of  the 
ideal  of  perfection  we  feel  justified  in  saying  that  they  have 
attained  a standard  of  excellence  which  will  compare  favora- 
bly with  that  of  towns  of  a much  larger  size.  We  have  an 
efficient  corps  of  teachers  under  the  direction  of  an  able  Su- 
perintendent, and  we  trust  that  as  favorable  conditions  for 
the  growth  and  improvement  of  our  schools  will  obtain  in 
the  years  to  come. 

Our  town  has  labored  under  the  disadvantage,  so  prevalent 
among  the  smaller  towns,  of  being  unable  to  pay  the  teachers 
of  the  schools  a salary  commensurate  with  their  ability  ; con- 
sequently other  towns  have  taken  them  from  us  when  it 
would  have  been  to  our  advantage  to  have  retained  them. 

We  are  glad  to  say  that  such  is  not  the  case  today.  You 
have  been  so  generous  in  your  appropriations,  that  your  com- 
mittee has  been  able  to  retain  in  your  service  teachers  whose 
loss  would  have  been  a detriment  to  our  schools.  Your  com- 
mittee feel  gratified  that  they  have  been  able  to  do  this. 

There  has  been  a marked  advance  in  the  study  of  music  in 
our  schools  during  the  past  year,  under  the  direction  of  a 
special  instructor.  We  are  hopeful  that  this  feature  may  be- 
come a permanent  one. 

The  by-laws  relating  to  truancy,  which  the  town  adopted 
at  its  last  annual  meeting  have  been  approved  by  the  Court. 
Your  committee  are  now  in  a position  to  compel  attendance 
in  the  schools  and  to  take  care  of  all  incorrigibles.  In  closing, 

(39) 
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we  would  call  your  attention  to  the  following  extract  from  the 
Public  Statutes,  Chap.  203,  Sect.  78. 

MALICIOUS  INJURY  TO  BUILDINGS. 

Whoever  wilfully  and  maliciously  or  wantonly  and  with- 
out cause  destroys,  defaces,  mars  or  injures  a school-house, 
church  or  other  building  erected  or  used  for  purposes  of  edu- 
cation or  religious  instruction,  or  for  the  general  diffusion  of 
knowledge,  or  an  outbuilding,  fence,  well  or  appurtenance  of 
such  school-house,  church  or  other  building,  or  furniture,  ap- 
paratus, or  other  property  belonging  to  or  connected  with 
such  schoolhouse,  church  or  other  building,  shall  be  punished 
by  fine  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars  or  by  imprison- 
ment in  the  jail  not  exceeding  one  year. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

RECEIPTS. 

Apppopriation  for  schools,  $1,400  00 

“ “ music,  . 180  00 

“ “ transportation,  900  00 

“ “ superintendent,  75  00 

Massachusetts  school  fund,  362  57 

Dog  fund,  ....  148  77 

Rebate  from  state,  . . 125  00 

$3,191  34 

EXPENSES. 

Paid  for  teaching,  . . . $1,800  00 

Janitor  service,  cleaning,  etc.,  . 168  86 

Transportation,  900  00 

Fuel,  . . 125  05 

Paid  superintendent,  165  00 

$3,158  91 


Balance, 


$32  43 
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SCHOOL  SUPPLIES. 


Appropriation,  . $300  00 

Amt.  expended,  . 275  09 


Balance,  . . 

$24  91 

The  committee  has  expended  in  repairs 

on  school  buildings, 

$154  20 

ESTIMATES  FOR  1897. 

Appropriations  for  schools, 

$1,400  00 

“ “ transportation, 

900  00 

11  “ superintendent, 

90  00 

“ “ books  and  supplies, 

300  00 

“ “ music, 

180  00 

Respectfully  submitted, 


EDWARD  D.  PARKER, 
HERBERT  L.  ABBOTT, 
LELANDD.  BATCHELDER, 


I School 
i Committee. 


To  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  North  Reading. 

My  sixth  annual  report  is  respectfully  submitted. 

SCHOOL  BOOKS  AND  SUPPLIES. 

Town  appropriation  for  1896-7,  . $300  00 

Amount  expended,  . 252  78 

Balance,  . . $47  22 

Of  the  above  the. following  was  expended  for  music  : 

Music  charts,  . $18  28 

Pitch  pipes,  2 13 

Music  readers,  16  00 

Total,  ■ . $36  41 

MUSIC. 

At  the  regular  town  meeting  held  March  2,  1896,  it  was 

voted  to  introduce  the  study  of  music  into  our  schools  and 

the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  was  appropriated 
for  that  purpose. 
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Miss  Atmie  B.  Gibson,  a graduate  of  the  H.  E.  Holt  Nor- 
mal School  and  a teacher  of  several  years  successful  experi- 
ence, was  appointed  special  instructor  of  music  and  began  her 
work  at  the  beginning  of  the  summer  term.  Owing  to  her 
resignation  at  the  close  of  her  first  term,  it  became  necessary 
to  choose  another  instructor  and  Miss  Clara  Dittrich,  also  a 
graduate  of  the  H.  E.  Holt  Normal  School,  was  chosen  and 
began  her  duties  at  the  opening  of  the  fall  term. 

The  time  given  by  the  special  teacher  to  the  work  has  been 
30  minutes  each  week  in  the  primary  and  intermediate  schools 
and  45  minutes  in  the  grammar  and  high  schools.  In  addition 
to  this,  the  regular  teachers  have  given  at  least  15  minutes 
each  day  in  drilling  and  practicing  the  pupils  on  the  work, 
planned  and  given  to  pupils  in  advance  by  the  special  in- 
structor. 

While  the  progress  expected  at  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
has  not  been  made  in  this  line  of  work,  owing  chiefly  to  the 
unavoidable  change  of  special  teachers  so  soon  after  the  sub- 
ject was  first  introduced,  still  I believe  the  results  are  suffi- 
cient to  show  the  value  of  music  as  a study,  and  the  feasibility 
of  teaching  it 'in  our  schools,  and  to  warrant  its  continuation 
as  one  of  the  required  subjects  in  our  course  of  study. 

SCHOOL  FURNITURE. 

The  school  furniture  in  the  grammar,  intermediate  and 
primary  rooms  has  outlived  its  usefulness  and  sadly  needs 
replacing  by  new.  Many  of  the  desks  and  chairs  are  badly 
marred  and  the  surfaces  of  the  desks  generally  are  worn  and 
rough.  On  many  of  the  desks  it  is  impossible  for  pupils  to 
write  without  having  their  pens  or  pencils  pierce  the  paper. 
The  substitution  of  a book  for  the  surface  of  the  desk  subjects 
pupils  to  a position  in  writing  unnatural  and  productive  of 
evil  results.  Moreover,  the  double  desks  prevent  indepen- 
dent work  on  the  part  of  pupils  and  always  makes  the  dis- 
cipline of  a school  much  more  difficult  than  when  each  child 
has  his  own  seat  distinct  from  any  other.  The  introduction 
of  the  single  adjustable  desks  and  chairs  into  the  above  men- 
tioned rooms  would  meet  a hygienic  and  educational  need 
deeply  felt  both  by  pupils  and  teachers. 
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WRITING. 

Iii  accordance  with  the  vote  of  the  school  committee, 
“The  Natural  System  of  Penmanship  of  Vertical  Writing” 
was  introduced  at  the  beginning  of  the  fall  term.  Although 
only  twenty  weeks  have  passed  since  the  introduction  of  this 
system  the  results  have  been  exceedingly  satisfactory,  and 
fully  prove  the  wisdom  of  the  change.  While,  heretofore,  it 
has  been  the  individual  school  or  the  individual  pupil  in  a 
school  whose  writing  was  to  be  commended,  to-day  there  is  a 
marked  improvement  in  the  writing  in  all  the  schools,  and  an 
indication  that  in  the  near  future  good  writing  will  be  the 
rule  rather  than  the  exception.  In  the  case  of  pupils  who 
have  given  us  exhibitions  of  very  poor  writing,  the  change 
for  the  better  has  been  remarkable.  I believe  teachers  and 
pupils  are  to  be  congratulated  that  they  are  now  using  a sys- 
tem of  writing,  which  by  its  simplicity  and  the  true  hygienic 
and  educational  principles  on  which  it  is  based,  will  allow 
them  to  obtain  results,  somewhere  near  commensurate  with 
their  efforts,  a thing  which,  in  my  judgment,  slant  writing 
has  always  prevented  in  schools  of  our  grade. 

GRADES. 

The  following  table  shows  approximately  the  grades  of 
work  now  being  done  by  the  different  schools  in  town  and 
the  number  of  pupils  in  each  grade. 


School. 

Grade 

i. 

Grade 

ii. 

Grade 

iii. 

Grade 

IV. 

Grade 

V. 

Grade 

VI. 

Grade 

VII. 

Grade 

VIII. 

Grade 

IX. 

Grade 

X. 

Grade 

XI. 

High. 

Grammar. 

Intermediate. 

Primary. 

12 

4 

5 

3 

15* 

12* 

10 

11 

16 

20 

13 

10 

Total. 

20 

13 

16 

16 

27 

10 

11 

12 

4 

5 

3 

*The  pupils  of  this  grade  are  farther  advanced  in  the  Grammar 
school  than  those  of  the  same  grade  in  the  Intermediate  school. 
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At  the  beginning  of  the  fall  term  two  classes  were  trans- 
ferred from  the  grammar  school  to  the  high  school.  Two 
classes  were  also  transferred  from  the  intermediate  school  to 
the  grammar  school,  and  one  from  the  primary  to  the  inter- 
mediate school. 

While  apparently  this  gave  four  classes  to  the  principal  of 
the  high  school,  by  combining  the  pupils  of  grades  x and  xi 
and  by  having  them  take  the  same  grade  of  work  in  the 
course  of  study,  the  number  of  classes  remained  three  as  be- 
fore. While  generally  such  a change  would  be  neither  feasi- 
ble nor  advisable,  it  seemed  to  be  demanded  by  the  small 
number  of  pupils  in  the  high  school  and  by  the  necessity  of 
giving  more  favorable  conditions  for  a short  time,  at  least,  to 
the  intermediate  school. 

The  attention  of  the  committee  is  called  to  the  relative 
number  of  pupils  in  the  different  grades  and  especially  to  the 
number  of  pupils  taking  high  school  work  as  compared  with 
the  number  of  pupils  in  the  lower  grades. 


GRADUATING  EXERCISES  OF  THE  NORTH  READING 
HIGH  SCHOOL. 

The  class  of  ?96  graduated  at  Flint  Memorial  Hall,  on 


Thursday,  June  11.  The  following  was  the 

programme  : 

PROGRAMME. 

SALUTATORY  AND  RECITATION, 

Selection  from  Sir  Launfal 
Cornelia  Harriet  Eames. 

ESSAY, 

Leslie  Arthur  Nichols. 

The  Crusades 

ESSAY,  . 

Addie  Whitcomb  Cowing. 

John  Burroughs 

PIANO  SOLO, 

Miss  Mosman. 

RECITATION, 

. . . Trial  of  Warren  Hastings 

Walter  Scott  Emerson, 
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ESSAY,  ....  Sketch  of  Mary,  Queen  of  Scots 
Gertrude  May  Foss. 

DUET,  . . . Spanish  Dance — from  Moszkowski 

The  Misses  Gowing. 

ESSAY,  .....  Some  Oddities  in  Glass 

Samuel  Ballard  Eames. 

POEM, 

Alice  Whitcomb  Gowing. 

ESSAY,  . . . . * Character  and  Prophecy 

Margaret  Abbie  Mosman. 

RECITATION,  . . . Selection  from  Mill  on  the  Floss 

Florence  Augusta  Batchelder. 

ESSAY,  . . . Value  of  Education  and  Valedictory 

Elmer  Bean  Abbott. 

PRESENTATION  OF  DIPLOMAS. 

CLASS  ODE. 

graduating  class. 

Elmer  Bean  Abbott,  Gertrude  May  Foss, 

Florence  Augusta  Batchelder,  Addie  Whitcomb  Gowing, 
Cornelia  Harriet  Eames,  Alice  Whitcomb  Gowing, 

Samuel  Ballard  Eames,  Margaret  A.  Mosman, 

Walter  Scott  Emerson,  Leslie  Arthur  Nichols. 

HIGH  SCHOOL. 

AN  ACT  RELATIVE  TO  THE  PAYMENT  OF  TUITION  AND  TRANSPOR- 
TATION OF  CHILDREN  OUTSIDE  OF  THE  TOWN  IN  WHICH 
THEY  RESIDE. 

Section  1.  Any  town  in  which  a high  school  or  school  of 
corresponding  grade  is  not  maintained  shall  pay  for  the  tui- 
tion of  any  child  who,  with  the  parent  or  guardian,  resides  in 
said  town,  and  who  attends  the  high  school  of  another  town 
or  city,  provided  the  parent  or  guardian  of  said  child,  before 
such  attendance,  obtains  the  approval  of  the  school  committee 
of  the  town  in  which  the  child  and  parent  or  guardian  reside. 
Sect.  2.  If  any  town  in  which  a high  school  or  school  of 
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corresponding  grade  is  not  maintained,  neglects  or  refuses  to 
pay  for  tuition  as  provided  in  the  preceding  section,  such  town 
shall  be  liable  therefor  to  the  parent  or  guardian  of  the  child 
furnished  with  such  tuition,  if  the  parent  or  guardian  has 
paid  the  same,  or  to  the  town  or  city  furnishing  the  same  in 
an  action  of  contract. 

Sect.  3.  No  member  of  the  school  committee  of  a town  in 
which  a high  school  or  school  of  corresponding  grade  is  not 
maintained,  shall  refuse  to  approve  the  attendance  of  any 
child  in  the  high  school  of  another  city  or  town,  charging  a 
reasonable  amount  for  tuition,  if  such  child  is  properly  quali- 
fied to  enter  such  high  school,  unless  said  town  is  prepared  to 
furnish  such  child  proper  instruction  in  its  own  schools  in  the 
studies  usually  taught  in  a high  school.  If  the  school  com- 
mittee of  such  town  unreasonably  refuses  to  grant  such  ap- 
proval, such  town  shall  be  liable  for  the  tuition  of  such  child 
in  the  same  manner  and  to  the  same  extent  as  if  the  parent  or 
guardian  of  such  child  had  obtained  the  approval  of  the 
school  committee. 

It  is  clear  from  the  above  law  that  it  is  the  policy  of  the 
state  that  every  child  wishing  it  may  have  the  opportunity  to 
secure  a high  school  education.  At  present  the  only  law  we 
have  definiug  what  is  meant  by  a high  school  education  and 
hence  determining  whether  a school  is  a high  school  or  not  is 
the  following : 

HIGH  SCHOOLS. 

Sect.  2.  Every  town  may,  and  every  town  containing  five 
hundred  families  or  householders,  according  to  the  latest 
public  census  taken  by  the  authority  either  of  the  common- 
wealth or  of  the  United  States,  shall,  besides  the  schools  pre- 
scribed in  the  preceding  section,  maintain  a high  school  to  be 
kept  by  a master  of  competent  ability  and  good  morals,  who, 
in  addition  to  the  branches  of  learning  before  mentioned,  shall 
give  instruction  in  general  history,  book-keeping,  surveying, 
geometry,  natural  philosophy,  chemistry,  botany,  the  civil 
polity  of  this  commonwealth  and  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  Latin  language.  Such  high  school  shall  be  kept  for  the 
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benefit  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  ten  months  at  least, 
exclusive  of  vacations,  in  each  year,  and  at  such  convenient 
place  or  alternately  at  such  places  in  the  town  as  the  legal 
voters  at  their  annual  meeting  determine.  And  in  every  town 
containing  four  thousand  inhabitants,  the  teacher  or  teachers 
of  the  schools  required  by  this  section  shall,  in  addition  to 
the  branches  of  instruction  before  required,  be  competent  to 
give  instruction  in  the  Greek  and  French  languages,  astrono- 
my, geology,  rhetoric,  logic,  intellectual  and  moral  science, 
and  political  economy. 

In  regard  to  the  above,  Secretary  Hill,  of  the  State  Board  of 
Education,  has  written  as  follows  : — “ The  statutes  recognize 
two  grades  of  High  schools.  These  grades  are  distinguished  by 
the  subjects  they  are  required  by  law  to  teach.  There  are  cer- 
tain subjects  which  must  be  taught  in  every  High  school,  while 
in  towns  of  four  thousand  inhabitants  or  more  the  High  school 
must  be  able  to  teach  specified  additional  branches.  The  dis- 
tinction between  these  two  grades  of  schools  may  be  approxi- 
mately expressed  by  saying  that  High  schools  of  the  highest 
grades,  whatever  else  they  may  provide  for,  must  be  compe- 
tent to  prepare  pupils  for  college  in  accordance  with  existing 
standards,  while  High  schools  of  the  second  grade  may  stop 
considerably  short  of  such  preparation,  or  have  courses  of 
study  that  ignore  the  colleges  al together.' * 

Concerning  what  will  be  expected  of  our  High  schools  in 
the  near  future,  and  what  elements  will  be  included  in  the 
definition  of  the  statutory  High  school,  Secretary  Hill  has 
written  the  following  : — 

1.  Primarily,  a provision  for  a good  liberal  training  in 
recognized  secondary  subjects  and  by  approved  methods  for 
those  pupils  who  end  their  schooling  with  the  high  school. 

2.  The  preparation  of  pupils  for  Normal  schools. 

3.  The  preparation  of  pupils  for  high  technical  schools, 
such  as  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  the  Law- 
rence Scientific  School,  the  Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute, 
the  Massachusetts  Agricultural  College,  and  others. 

4.  The  preparation  of  pupils  for  college. 

5.  At  least  one  course  of  study  that  is  four  years  long. 
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6.  An  adequate  teaching  force  and  an  adequate  equipment 
for  the  accomplishment  of  the  foregoing  aims.” 

Secretary  Hill  has  expressed  himself  thus  concerning  the 
policy  of  towns  not  able  to  meet  the  foregoing  requirements. 

“ Unless  a non-high  school  town  sees  its  way  to  meet  sub- 
stantially the  foregoing  requirements,  it  had  better  send  its 
pupils  to  towns  that  are  able  to  meet  them. 

Schools  like  the  following  ought  not  to  be  treated  as  high 
schools  in  any  sense  that  is  likely  to  defeat  the  securing  of  a 
good  high  school  education  by  any  properly  qualified  child  : — 

1.  A grammar  school  in  which  a few  high  school  subjects 
are  taught. 

2.  A so-called  high  school  that  in  its  first  year  or  in  its 
first  two  years  is  strictly  a grammar  school. 

3.  A so-called  high  school  in  which,  as  in  an  ungraded 
school,  the  pupils  select  such  studies  as  they  please,  without 
following  a carefully  thought-out  plan. 

4.  And,  in  general,  any  high  school  that  falls  seriously 
short  of  fulfilling  the  mission  of  a high  school  as  already  de- 
fined.” 

That  we  have  not  the  conditions  at  present  to  meet  the 
above  requirements  is  apparent.  What  then  is  the  best 
course  for  us  to  pursue  ? One  of  the  two  following,  which  I 
submit  for  your  consideration,  seems  to  me  the  most  feasible. 

First — to  maintain  a high  school  with  a two  years’  course 
of  study,  allowing  pupils  to  take  the  last  two  years  of  work 
elsewhere. 

Second — To  have  all  pupils,  who  have  completed  their 
grammar  school  studies,  take  their  high  school  course  of  study 
in  Salem,  Peabody,  or  elsewhere. 

In  closing,  I desire  to  testify  again  to  the  earnest  efforts  of 
our  teachers,  and  to  extend  my  thanks  to  the  committee, 
teachers,  parents,  and  citizens  for  their  continued  support  and 
co-operation. 

JUNIUS  C.  KNOWLTON, 

Superintendent. 
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To  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  North  Reading. 

Gentlemen  : — The  work  done  in  music  in  the  past  year  has 
indeed  been  very  gratifying,  although  new,  the  pupils  have 
taken  hold  with  interest  and  enthusiasm. 

The  result  of  but  one  year’s  work  shows  that  children  can 
be  taught  to  read  music  at  sight  and  enjoy  and  appreciate  the 
same. 

In  the  High  and  Grammar  schools  the  pupils  have  practi- 
cally completed  the  First  Reader  and  to  keep  up  their  interest 
and  to  have  them  master  new  difficulties  in  time  and  reading, 
which  I think  they  are  quite  ready  for,  they  should  have  the 
Second  Reader. 

In  the  Primary  room,  the  chart  only  is  used  with  the  inter- 
val drill.  This  drill  is  used  throughout  the  schools,  and  is 
one  of  the  most  important  parts  of  study,  as  the  pupil  gains 
the  knowledge  of  tones  in  relation  to  the  whole,  then  in  parts 
of  the  whole,  and  parts  in  relation  to  the  whole,  applying 
these  intervals  in  their  sight  reading,  they  are  better  able  to 
make  more  rapid  progress  and  read  with  greater  intelligence. 
It  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to  meet  more  of  the  parents, 
to  have  them  visit  the  schools  on  days  I am  there  to  see  for 
themselves  just  how  we  work  and  the  results. 

I wish  to  thank  the  superintendent,  committee  and  teachers 
for  their  helpful  suggestions,  interest  and  co-operation  in  the 
work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CLARA  0.  DITTRICH, 

Supervisor  of  Music. 

Lowell,  February  5,  1897. 
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North  Reading,  Feb.  8,  ’97. 

To  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  North  Read- 
ing : 

Gentlemen : — But  few  cases  of  truancy  have  been  reported 
to  me  during  the  past  year.  In  each  case  I have  called  on 
parents  of  said  truants,  ascertained  cause  of  truancy,  and  in 
all  cases,  with  one  exception,  required  the  attendance  of  such 
children  in  our  schools. 

In  the  case  of  the  children  of  George  E.  Thompson,  did  not 
deem  it  expedient  to  compel  their  attendance  as  they  were 
so  soon  to  move  from  the  town. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  D.  PARKER, 

Truant  Officer. 


( 
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REPORT  OF  TRUSTEES  OF  FLINT  LIBRARY. 


Fellow  Citizens: — In  making  this  twenty-fifth  annual  re- 
port, we  are  reminded  how  rapidly  the  time  and  events  have 
passed  about  us.  In  the  recent  death  of  the  founder  of  this 
library,  Mrs.  Flint,  we  have  all  lost  a friend  ; in  how  many, 
many  ways  her  helping  hand  has  been  held  out  toward  us, 
in  these  years.  We  cannot  reckon  them  up  in  order,  nor  in- 
deed tell  the  sum  of  them,  but  have  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
that  in  various  ways,  she  has  given  for  the  benefit  of  the  town 
more  than  forty  thousand  dollars. 

In  regard  to  the  library,  we  think  she  builded  better  than 
she  knew.  At  that  time  there  were  but  few  town  libraries  in 
the  state  and  to  establish  one  was  regarded,  as  far  as  public 
favor  was  concerned,  as  an  uncertain  and  somewhat  doubtful 
experiment.  It  has  since  come  to  be  recognized  as  the  chosen 
way  to  keep  ever  fresh  the  memory  of  departed  friends,  and 
many  towns  within  the  past  few  years  have  had  libraries  es- 
tablished in  them  in  just  that  way. 

We  have  now  in  the  library  a little  more  than  four  thou- 
sand volumes.  We  have  the  income  of  a fund  of  three  thou- 
sand dollars  with  which  to  enlarge  and  replenish  it.  We  have 
a commodious  and  pleasant  library-room  and  its  walls  bear 
pleasing  record  of  Mrs.  Flint’s  care.  There  is  one  thing 
more  we  have  wanted  there,  which  Mrs.  Flint  did  not  favor, 
and  that  is  a large  picture  of  herself  to  hang  beside  that  of 
her  husband.  We  hope  measures  will  be  taken  to  obtain 
such  a picture  at  no  distant  day. 

The  circulation  of  the  library  has  always  been  comparative- 
ly large.  The  reason  of  the  falling  off  of  a few  hundred  in 
the  number  of  books  given  out  this  year  is,  that  there  has 
been  a smaller  number  of  library  days,  four  holidays  coming 
on  Saturday. 
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treasurer’s  report. 


The  first  catalogue  of  books  was  issued  in  1878  and  a sup- 
plementary catalogue  in  1886.  Since  that  time  we  have,  on 
leaflets,  showed  the  books  purchased  from  time  to  time.’  We 
propose  soon  to  publish  a new  catalogue. 

We  ask  you  to  appropriate  from  the  dog-tax  enough  to  pay 
the  librarian. 


GEORGE  K.  PARKER, 
GEORGE  B.  PARKER, 

J.  MILTON  ROBINSON, 
EDWARD  A.  CARPENTER, 
JOSEPH  D.  GO  WING, 
DENNIS  BATCHELDER, 

Flint  Library,  Feb.  15,  1897. 


Trustees. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT. 


RECEIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand,  Feb.  17,  1896,  . $47  41 

Interest  on  Flint  Memorial  fund,  165  00 


Received  from  Dog  fund,  . 60  00 

PAYMENTS. 

W.  B.  Clark  & Co.  for  books,  . $140  00 

Librarian,  . . 52  00 

Care  of  library  room,  . . 8 00 

Repairing  books,  . 8 00 

Wood,  . . . . 4 50 

History  of  Reading,  . . 2 00 

Expressage,  . . 2 15 


Balance, 


GEORGE  B.  PARKER, 


$272  41 


$216  65 
$55  76 


Treasurer  of  Flint  Library . 


Flint  Library,  Feb.  15,  1897. 


LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT. 


Number  of  volumes  in  Library, 

4,172 

Number  of  volumes  circulated, 

6,989 

Number  of  volumes  purchased, 

144 

Number  of  volumes  presented, 

19 

Number  of  pamphlets  presented, 

6 

Number  of  volumes  replaced, 

30 

State  of  Massachusetts, 

18  vols. 

Mr.  C.  E.  Hosmer,  Billerica, 

1 vol. 

Mrs.  Virginia  F.  Stickney, 

6 pamphlets. 

Fines  collected, 

$6  90 

Miscellaneous  expenses, 

$5  43 

SARAH  H.  WHITCOMB,  Librarian. 
Flint  Library,  Feb.  15,  1897. 
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COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 


Middlesex,  ss. 


To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  North  Reading , in 
the  County  of  Middlesex , 


Greeting  : 


In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you 
are  hereby  required  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  North  Reading,  qualified  to  vote  in  Elections  and 
Town  Affairs,  to  meet  in  Flint  Memorial  Hall,  in  said  Town, 
on  MONDAY,  the  first  day  of  March  next,  at  eight  o’clock,  * 
A.  M , then  aud  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles,  viz.  : 

Article  1.  To  choose  a Moderator. 

Article  2.  To  choose  all  necessary  Town  Officers  for  the 
year  ensuing. 

Article  3.  To  hear  reports  of  Selectmen,  Assessors,  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor,  Road  Commissioners,  Treasurer,  Collector, 
Auditor,  School  Committee,  Engineers  of  Fire  Department, 
Trustees  of  Flint  Library,  Trustees  of  Cemeteries,  Trustees 
of  Trust  Funds  and  Committees,  and  act  thereon. 

Article  4.  To  vote  on  the  question,  “ Shall  licenses  be 
granted  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  ?”  “ Yes  ” or  “ No.” 

Article  5.  To  see  how  much  money  the  Town  will  raise  and 
appropriate  for  Schools,  School  Incidentals,  School  Superin- 
tendent, Ordinary  Expenses,  Highways,  Bridges,  Sidewalks, 
Cemeteries,  Town  Debt,  Transporting  Scholars  to  and  from 
Schools,  Fire  Department,  and  for  the  proper  observance  of 
Memorial  Day. 

Article  6.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  sell  their  School 
Houses  not  in  use  or  what  they  will  do  in  regard  to  the  same. 

Article  7.  To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  in  rela- 
tion to  the  money  received  from  the  Dog  Fund. 
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Article  8.  To  see  what  method  the  Town  will  adopt  for 
the  collection  of  taxes  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Article  9.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  their  Treas- 
urer to  hire  money  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  Town,  in  an- 
ticipation of  taxes  of  the  present  year,  under  the  direction  and 
approval  of  the  Selectmen. 

Article  10.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  their  Treas- 
urer to  hire  money  to  renew  notes  for  any  part  of  the  Town 
Debt,  that  may  come  due  the  ensuing  year,  under  the  direc- 
tion and  approval  of  the  Selectmen. 

Article  11.  To  see  if  the  Town,  will  receive  sums  of  money 
from  persons,  the  income  of  which  to  be  used  in  keeping  in 
repair  the  burial  lots  in  Park  and  Riverside  Cemeteries. 

Article  12.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  their  Select- 
men to  contract  with  the  Massachusetts  Highway  Commission 
for  the  construction  of  highways  in  said  Town  in  accordance 
with  section  4 of  Chap.  497  of  the  acts  of  1894. 

Art.  13.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  that  the  Board  of 
Road  Commissioners  be  abolished. 

Art.  14.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  place  the  admin- 
istration of  their  highways  under  a single  highway  surveyor. 

Art.  15.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  straighten  or 
widen  Elm  street  near  the  foot  of  Jeffrey  Hill  or  what  they 
will  do  about  it. 

Art.  16.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  buy  six  or  more  street 
lamps  to  be  placed  where  most  needed  or  what  they  will  do 
in  relation  to  the  same. 

Art.  17.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  hire  some  party 
or  parties  to  take  care  of  Street  Lamps. 

Art.  18.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  build  a stone 
bridge  on  Main  street,  over  Ipswich  River,  or  what  action 
they  will  take  in  regard  to  the  same. 

Art.  19.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  expend  any  or  all 
of  the  Flint  Highway  fund. 

Art.  20.  To  hear  report  of  Road  Commissioners  on  guide 
boards  and  act  thereon. 

Art.  21.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  the  list  of  jurors  as 
prepared  by  the  Selectmen. 
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Article  22.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  choose  a committee  to 
make  arrangements  for  a celebration  on  July  Fourth,  or  what 
action  they  will  take  in  regard  to  the  same. 

Article  23.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  of  the  provis- 
ions of  Sec.  4 of  Chap.  201  of  the  Acts  of  1873  in  regard  to 
the  powers  of  Engineers  of  Fire  Departments. 

Article  24.  To  see  what  instructions  the  Town  will  give 
their  Road  Commissioners  in  regard  to  removing  snow  from 
their  sidewalks. 

Article  25.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  instruct  their  Road 
Commissioners  to  make  a stone  crossing  at  the  intersection  of 
Park  and  Haverhill  streets,  or  what  they  will  do  about  it. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  up 
attested  copies  of  the  same  at  the  usual  places  in  said  Town, 
seven  days  at  least  before  the  time  of  holding  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon  to  the  Town  Clerk,  at  the  time  a,nd  place 
of  said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  eighteenth  day  of  February, 
A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-seven. 

EDWARD  A.  CARPENTER, 
JOSEPH  D.  GOWING, 

J.  MILTON  ROBINSON, 

Selectmen  of  North  Reading. 


POLLS  OPEN  AT  NINE  O’CLOCK  A.  M. 


